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Dear friends and supporters of our 
future leaders and life changers.(children 
of today), greetings from the beautiful 
Philippines. Another month has passed 
by with lots happening at the children's 
home, painting, plumbing, electrical 
work, and cement laying, all moving 
things towards our goal of having full use 
of our long awaited building facility.  
A big thanks to all who have worked so 
hard this month to see great things 
achieved.  
 

 
 
 
Last month I shared about the value of 
our mothers and as I write this today it's 
Fathers’ Day here in the Philippines. 
Regardless of how good or bad our 
father was, without him we would not be 
here. In a country where masculine 
responsibility is often lacking, we as men 
need to step up and carry the 
responsibility of fatherhood even in 
adverse conditions. The life changing 
input a father has on his child is so 
important, giving the needed balance for 
an all rounded child as he/she grows into 
adulthood. The role model we set now 
shapes the future of the child. and the 
future of our communities. The story I 
hear so often in this country is the cry of 
the mother, that the father is not there 
in person or financially able to support 
their children and agencies like ours end 
up filling the gap. It does trouble me that 
accountability is not carried out or even 
enforced upon those fathers who neglect 
their responsibilities. Today in the 
Philippines we celebrate fathers and 

remember the value of a vital part of the 
family, and a much needed role model.  
 
We were so blessed to have the visiting 
Rotarian team from Australia this month 
who did amazing things to advance our 
projects but also gave time to the 
children, swimming in resorts, and eating 
homemade ice cream and yummy foods 
(including the favourite, Jollie Bee). A big 
thank you to Wim our local Rotarian who 
is coordinating the work on the building 
in such a professional way .  
 
One of the pressing needs this month is 
some urgent maintenance needed on  
some of the structural pillars of our old 
facility that were damaged, we suspect, 
in the earthquake and from prior termite 
problems eating into the structural 
supports. Without the inspection of our 
Rotarian friends we would not have 
known of this problem. The advice we’ve 
been given is to fix this immediately due 
to it being unsafe. Please consider if you 
can help with this need as we still need 
the use of the old facility.  
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I tell this story as a word of 
encouragement to all who supports the 
needy children in the Philippines. As I sat 
eating my lunch in a side walk cafe I was 
tapped on the shoulder by a young boy 
carrying a small guitar. Sir, he said, “let 
me sing to you.”  So I agreed and he 
played and sang his song. His voice was 
that of an experienced singer who knew 
how to keep perfect tone. The song he 
sang was "I want to be a millionaire". 
After enjoying his singing I asked hIm to 
sit and ordered him some food listening 
to his life's story while he ate. “Can my 
Papa come tomorrow?” he asked so he 
can meet you. I replied, “Of course.”  So 
we agreed to meet at the same time, at 
same place the next day. Right on time 
the next day I saw the little boy walking 
in with his guitar and a man standing 
behind him holding the boy’s shoulders 
with a guitar also strung over his back. 
“This is Papa,” he explained  proudly, 
and the man put out his hand and 
introduced himself. “Thank you,” he said, 
“for being kind to my son and giving food 
and rice for us. I have come to sing to 
you.” With voices like angels the pair 
sang in perfect harmony, a variety of 
songs, even causing some passing traffic 
to stop and listen to them . After the 
songs I ordered both some lunch and 
listened to Papa tell me what a 
wonderful son he had. “My boy is the 
bread winner in our house,” he 
explained, “because I am totally blind 
and my wife is bed ridden and cannot 
walk.” Nine years old and the boy was 
the bread winner making a meagre living 
from singing songs to whoever was 
willing to listen and hopefully give some 
coins. “Once he earns enough for our 
rice he brings it home, then he can go to 
school if he has time.” His Papa told me.  
This is one story of so many I could tell 
you of children we help outside of the 
orphanage and when I think how 
fortunate the children inside the 
orphanage are it overwhelms me with 
appreciation for all our supporters do for 
our Shepherd’s Arms children. Putting 
the story of this little boy who carries 
such great responsibility at a young age 
into perspective -  he wants to be a 
millionaire means I want my family to be 
able to eat some rice today. Never 

underestimate how important your help 
is and what a difference you are making. 
In the words of the Messiah  , "Whoever 
gives to the least of these children,  gives 
unto me." Have a wonderful month 
ahead .  
From us all at SAF.  
 
Martin 
 

Priority Projects & Current Needs 

 Funds to replace the damaged 
structural pillars of our old 
facility 

Your support is vital to us. 

Any help can go to either of the 
Shepherd’s Arms bank accounts : 

Shepherds Arms Foundation of 
Philippines Inc. A/C no. 007712000321  

or in NZ - Shepherds Arms Foundation- 
12 3223 0035597 00  

Happenings at Shepherd’s Arms 

 

Summer school last May. Students 
receive certificates  for their work over  
The Summer month 
 

 
   

Students hard at work with homework as 
the new school year starts. Philippines  

Independence Day is the topic. 

 

 

  

 Our Australian friends’ achievements -  
painting in the old building, stairs to 
boy’s dorm, toilet and bathroom 
completion in both boys and girls dorms. 
They also brought school supplies, school 
bags, and towels. They treated all the 
children to a dinner at Jollibee. Their stay 
here in Bohol was fantastic. 

Thank you so much… 
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